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By Clyde W. Votaw, 
The University of Chicago. 



THE PRIMITIVE ERA OF CHRISTIANITY. 

AS RECORDED IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 
30-63 A. D. 



Sec. 12. PETER RETAUGHT THE FREEDOM OF CHRIS- 
TIANITY FROM JUDAISM. 

Acts 10 : 1-48. About 40 A. D. Joppa, Caesarea. 

I. Study of the Facts. 

Let the following subclassification of the material in this section be 
verified, corrected, or improved : 

Par. 1. 10: 1-8, The Divine Communication to Cornelius. 
Par. 2. 10:9-16, The Divine Communication to Peter. 
Par. 3. 10: 17-233, Peter and the Messengers of Cornelius. 
Par. 4. 10 : 23b-33, Peter's Mission to Caesarea. 
Par. 5. 10 : 34-43, Peter's Address to Cornelius and his Friends. 
Par. 6. 10:44-48, Gentiles Received as such into Christian Fel- 
lowship. 

1. Prepare a brief abstract of the material contained in this section, 
noting the chief facts and recounting them in your own language. 

2. Write out a careful paraphrase of Peter's address (vss. 34-43), 
reproducing as exactly as possible the thought and the spirit of the 
text. 

II. Topics for Investigation. 

1. Cornelius and his vision. — Locate Ceesarea upon the map, and 
learn something about the city as it was at that time. Ascertain 
what can be known about Cornelius, as to his nationality, his official 
position, and the occasion of his residence in Caesarea. Look up 
other New Testament references to centurions. What information is 
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given as to his character and religious life (cf. vss. 2, 22)? Explain 
vs. 4, last clause (cf. vs. 31). What was his relation to the religion of 
the Jews? Were such as he peculiarly prepared for receiving the gos- 
pel ? Was Cornelius somewhat acquainted with the facts of Christ's 
life (cf. vss. 37, 38)? State the circumstances under which the vision 
was given to Cornelius. What was the substance of the vision ? What 
was the nature of it ? What was the purpose of it ? Why was a super- 
natural communication necessary in this instance ? Compare with each 
other the four accounts of this vision (10 : 3-6, 22, 30-33 ; 11:13, 14), 
noting and explaining any divergences in the reports. Why does the 
narrator dwell at so much length, and with so much repetition, upon 
this incident ? 

2. The revelation to Peter. — What were the circumstances under 
which Peter also received a divine communication ? Note the oriental 
customs alluded to in vs. 9, last clause. Compare the account of this 
in 10:9-16 with that given in 11:5-10, explaining the variations. 
What was the difference between a trance (vs. 10, ekstasis) and a vision 
(vs. 3, horama)? Consider how this special manifestation to Peter cor- 
responds to and complements that given Cornelius. What was the 
substance of Peter's trance? Note that it attaches to Peter's natural 
condition of hunger. Why must Peter be taught this truth of the 
universal and spiritual nature of the gospel in this special way? When 
did the meaning of the revelation become clear to him? Before the 
trance, what was Peter's position regarding the clean and the unclean, 
and why (cf Lev. n; Deut. 14 ; Dan. 1: 8-12)? When did this cere- 
monial legislation arise among the Jews ? What was the purpose of 
such distinctions and restrictions? What had been Jesus' teaching 
regarding them (cf. Mark 7:1-10)? Why was the whole system super- 
seded bv Christianity? Compare Paul's teaching upon this matter 
(cf. Rom. 2 : 28, 29; 14 : 14). How was it possible for the apostles, and 
for the most part the disciples, to fail so completely in apprehending 
Jesus' emphatic and clear condemnation of Jewish ceremonialism ? 

3. Pete?-' s address to Cornelius and his friends. — Consider the fol- 
lowing analysis of Peter's speech : a) a declaration that Christianity 
is for all who will ; b) an appeal for its acceptance by preaching Jesus, 
as to his person, his work, his death, his resurrection, and his exalta- 
tion ; c) a prophetical substantiation of this ; d) an announcement of 
redemption and forgiveness of sins through Christ. Should it be 
inferred from 10 : 44; 11:15 that Peter was interrupted in his speech 
by the coming of the Spirit upon them, so that he did not finish what 
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he had intended to say ? Compare Peter's address on this occasion 
with those previously recorded of him {cf 2 : 14-36; 3 : 12-26; 4 : 8-12; 
5 : 29-32), and observe what is peculiar to this address. Consider care- 
fully all of Peter's statements about Jesus in his words to Cornelius. 
What is Peter's teaching in vss. 34, 35 concerning the relation of the 
devout and good Gentiles to God — that they are acceptable without 
becoming Christians, or that they are peculiarly ready for Christianity 
{cf. Rom. 10: 12, 13)? How does vs. 43 stand in doctrinal relation 
with vss. 34, 35 ? Observe how Peter adapts his argument to his 
hearers, subordinating the argument from Jewish prophecy because 
those to whom he spoke were Gentiles. 

4. The Gentile Pentecost. — Observe that Peter in 11:17 regards this 
impartation of the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles as parallel with that of 
Pentecost to the Jews (Acts 2). Compare the two events as to time, 
circumstances, phenomena, and importance. Why in this case did the 
Spirit baptism precede the water baptism? Did the latter indicate the 
acceptance of these Gentile converts into the Christian fellowship of 
the disciples, while the former indicated their acceptance by God ? 
Why were they not baptized into the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost (vs. 
48, cf. Matt. 28: 19)? Previous to this Cornelius event, what was the 
conception of the apostles as to the salvation of the Gentiles ? How 
was this different from Christ's conception, and why ? How came it 
that this tremendous truth of the gospel was not developed and 
enforced by Christ himself, but was left for the primitive Christians to 
realize? Was the question of admitting Gentiles directly into Chris- 
tianity without conformity to Judaism faced by Peter for the first time 
at Caesarea? Why was Peter divinely chosen to decide this important 
matter? What light had already been thrown upon the problem by the 
preaching of Stephen? Explain how a step in this direction had 
already been taken by the apostles in their recognition of the Samar- 
itan Christians. 

III. Observations and Teachings. 

1. Organization. — Up to this point all the disciples had been 
Jews either by birth or by adoption ; now, in the case of Cornelius 
and his friends, Gentiles were admitted as such into Christian fellow- 
ship. 

2. Environment. — Cornelius was one of a large class of Gentiles 
who, disgusted with their national pagan religions, had accepted the 
spiritual religion of the Jews as worthier and more satisfactory ; yet he 
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and his class were anxious for some form of religion still better, as 
their interest in Christianity attested. 

3. Institutions. — The observance of the Jewish ceremonial law was 
a feature of the life of most of the Christians, though it may be inferred 
that the followers of Stephen were free from it. — The new Gentile con- 
verts were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

4. Belief and teaching. — Previous to the Cornelius event all of the 
apostles and the great body of disciples held that, while the gospel was 
also for and should be preached to the Gentiles, nevertheless they could 
become Christians only after they had become Jews by submitting to 
the rite of circumcision and conforming to Jewish customs in general. — 
This was not Jesus' teaching, and Stephen had attacked its externalism ; 
by Peter's experience with Cornelius he was led to see and acknowledge 
that the gospel was universal and spiritual. 

5. Daily life. — Peter was accompanied upon this occasion by six 
Jewish Christians from Joppa who acted as witnesses, advisers, and 
assistants in this critical experience. 

6. Divine guidance. — The Holy Spirit was imparted to the Gentile 
converts with much the same circumstance and impressiveness as to the 
Jewish converts on the day of Pentecost. — The time had come, in God's 
providence, for an expansion of the gospel which would embrace both 
Jews and Gentiles, and on an equal footing. — Peter was inspired to 
declare that Christianity was for all, independently of Judaism, and he 
preached Jesus in the essential aspects of his person and work. 

Literature. — Upon this section see the commentaries on Acts, especially those of 
Gloag, Hackett, Meyer, and the Cambridge Bible. Also Neander, Planting 
and Training of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 66-76 ; Vol. II, pp. 81-87 i Farrar, 
Life and Work of St. Paul, chap. 15 ; Conybeare and Howson, Life and Epistles of 
St. Paul, chap. 4; Stifler, Introduction to the Book of Acts, sec. ix; Weizsacker, 
Apostolic Age of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 103-104; Bible Dictionary, 
articles Caesarea, Centurion, Cornelius, House, Peter, Unclean Meats, Vision. 



Sec. 13. CONCURRENCE OF THE JERUSALEM CHRISTIANS 
IN PETER'S ACTION. 

Acts 11 : I— 18. About 40 A. D. Jerusalem. 

I. Study of the Facts. 

Let the following subclassification of the material in this section be 
verified, corrected, or improved : 
Par. 1. n: 1-3, Peter Called to Account by the Jerusalem Christians. 
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Par. 2. 11:4-17, His Report and Defense of his Reception of Cor- 
nelius. 
Par. 3. 11:18, Concurrence of Jerusalem Christians in Peter's Action. 
Prepare a brief abstract of the material contained in this section. 

II. Topics for Investigation. 

1 . The self-justification of Peter. — Was Peter summoned to Jerusalem 
to explain his action, or was his return simply awaited ? Trace upon 
the map the route which Peter would probably take in returning from 
Caesarea to Jerusalem. In view of Peter's patient, painstaking presen- 
tation of the matter, what importance did he consider it to have ? Was 
his simple narration of his divinely arranged experience the best cal- 
culated to carry conviction and acceptance of the newly developed 
truth? How was he supported by the six Joppa witnesses who had 
been at Caesarea, and were now present at Jerusalem (vs. 12, cf. 10: 23)? 
Compare carefully the account in vss. 5-14 with the parallel account in 
chap. 10, explaining such variations as appear. Consider Peter's 
syllogistic argument in vss. 16, 17: a) the disciples of Jesus were to 
receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit ; b) the Gentiles had received 
that baptism ; c) therefore the Gentiles were disciples. How does Peter 
regard this event as compared with the Jewish Pentecost of Acts 2 ? 
What was Peter's conclusion from this Cornelius experience ? How 
did this differ from his previous conceptions ? 

2. Concurrence of the Jerusalem Christians. — Exactly what was the 
ground of the objections raised against Peter's relations to Cornelius? 
Explain in detail the meaning and allusions of vs. 3 (cf. Acts 10:28; 
Mark 2:16). Who were the persons who found fault with Peter 
(explain the phrase (vs. 2) "they that were of the circumcision")? 
What proportion of the Jerusalem Christians joined in this condemna- 
tion ? What previous experiences should have prepared them, and in 
some measure did prepare them, for this admission to Christianity of 
Cornelius and his friends (cf. chaps. 6, 7, 8, 9)? What was the effect 
of Peter's argument in defense of his Caesarean action upon the Jerusa- 
lem Christians ? As recognized leader in the Christian movement 
would his influence be very great ? What then was the decision of the 
Jerusalem Christians regarding Peter's admission of Cornelius and his 
friends to full Christian fellowship ? Was this decision regarded as 
establishing a principle and precedent, or was the Cornelius case looked 
upon as exceptional (compare the attitude of the Jerusalem Christians 
ten years later as it appears in Acts 15)? 
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III. Observations and Teachings. 

i. Organization. — The Jerusalem Christians concur heartily in the 
reception of the Gentiles, Cornelius and his friends, into Christian fel- 
lowship. 

2. Environment. — Does the present section contribute any informa- 
tion on this subject? 

3. Institutions. — Some of the Christians were exceedingly tenacious 
of their Jewish notions about the ceremonially clean and unclean, while 
perhaps the larger portion were inclined to liberality in the matter, 
though quite unwilling to abandon the system. 

4. Belief and teaching. — Peter's simple presentation of the facts, 
supported by the testimony of his six Jewish-Christian companions 
from Joppa, persuaded the Christians of Jerusalem to recognize the 
Gentile converts, and at least for this one instance to admit the princi- 
ple that Christianity was independent of Judaism. 

5. Daily life. — The deliberative action and wise decision in the 
Cornelius matter were the forerunners of the great conference at Jeru- 
salem ten years later. 

6. Divine guidance. — The argument from experience is the great 
argument for any truth ; God leads men through and by means of their 
experiences. 

Literature. — The same as that cited under the previous section, which see. 



Sec. 14. FIRST MENTION OF THE GENTILE-CHRISTIAN 

COMMUNITY AT ANTIOCH (FOUNDED SOON 

AFTER 33 A. D.). 

Acts 11: 19-30. About 40-42 A. D. Antioch. 

I. Study of the Facts. 

Let the following subclassification of the material in this section 
be verified, corrected, or improved: 

Par. 1. 11: 19-21, The Beginning of the Gospel in Antioch. 
Par. 2. 11: 22-26, Growth of the Church, Barnabas and Paul Leaders. 
Par. 3. 11:27-30, Antioch Christians Assist their Brethren in Judea. 

Prepare a careful abstract of the facts recorded in this section. 

II. Topics for Investigation. 

1. Establishment of Christianity in Antioch. — Does vs. 19 follow in 
time immediately upon the preceding section, so that the introduction 
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of Christianity into Antioch came in the year 40 or 41 A. D.; or, does 
vs. 19 connect chronologically with Acts 8 : 1, 4, so that the gospel mis- 
sionaries reached Antioch very soon after the death of Stephen, there- 
fore in 33 or 34 A. U.? Ascertain something about the city of Antioch 
at this time — its location, size, nationalities among its population, 
political relations, general religious condition. Observe two classes of 
gospel missionaries who reached Antioch — those who would present 
the gospel only to Jews, and those of Cyprus and Cyrene who preached 
to the Gentiles also. Consider carefully the variant reading in vs. 20, 
"Greeks," mg. rdg. "Grecian Jews," and show from the context how 
the text reading is the correct one. Why this difference of policy 
between the two classes of missionaries in Antioch ? Which class had 
the greater success, and why ? What was the importance of this step 
— the giving of the gospel to the Gentiles without requiring them to 
conform to Jewish rites and customs? How came these missionaries 
to take it — had they teaching to that effect from Jesus and Stephen, 
or had they any precedent for this action ? 

2. The Antioch church and the Jerusalem church. — How long after 
the introduction of the gospel into Antioch before word reached Jeru- 
salem that a Gentile-Christian church was growing up there ? 
Although the Christians of Antioch were mainly Gentiles, were there 
also Jews among them (cf. Gal. 2 : n-13)? Why would the Jerusalem 
church be especially interested in the Antioch church ? What was 
their purpose in sending to Antioch a- delegate or representative (cf. 
Acts 8:14-17)? Why was Barnabas chosen for this mission (cf. Acts 
4 : 36, 37; 9:27)? How did he find things in Antioch? Why was 
he so willing to recognize the legitimacy and success of the new prac- 
tice of offering the gospel directly to the Gentiles, regardless of Juda- 
ism ? Would the Jerusalem church as readily agree to the new move- 
ment ? Why is no mention made of Barnabas' report to the Jerusalem 
church, and its action ? Who was secured to assist in the work at 
Antioch ? Why was he chosen ? In what year was this ? Where was 
Paul, and how engaged, at the time that he was called to work in the 
Antioch church ? Had he had any previous relation to this church, 
anything to do with the founding of it ? Was the Antioch church 
henceforth to be the center of and leader in the Gentile-Christian 
movement ? What new name for the "disciples" grew up at Antioch ? 
Did the name originate with the Gentiles rather than with the Jews or 
with the disciples themselves ? Compare Acts 26 : 28 ; 1 Peter 4 : 16, the 
only other occurrences of the title "Christians" in the New Testament. 
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Was the new name a naturally formed one (compare "Herodians" 
to denote the followers of Herod) for distinguishing the disciples from 
other religious bodies ? 

3. Prophets and elders among the primitive Christians. — Is this the 
first mention (vs. 27) of prophets in the Acts? When did they arise? 
What particular service did they render {cf. Acts 2:17; 13:1; 15:32; 
19:6; 21:10, 11 ; Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:28, 29; 13:2, 8; 14:22- 
40)? Was prediction of future events a part of their work; if so, to 
what extent? Why did prophets from Jerusalem go down to Antioch 
in 43 or 44 A. D.? Consider Agabus' prediction of the famine {cf. 
Acts 21 : 10, 11); what was the purpose of the prediction? Ascertain 
what you can about the famine which came a little later, perhaps in 45 
or 46 A. D. Was the extent of the famine correctly stated in vs. 28 
("over all the world")? What did the disciples in Antioch do for 
their Jerusalem brethren? How could the Antioch Christians spare 
the relief which they sent to Judea? How was this assistance sent? 
Why were Barnabas and Paul the bearers of it? To whom in Jerusa- 
lem did they deliver it? Note that we have in vs. 30 the first men- 
tion of elders among the primitive Christians. What seems from this 
passage to have been their function as church officers? Were they the 
ruling officers in each church? Had each church one only, or several? 
When and how did the formal office of elder in the Christian organiza- 
tion arise? Was it perhaps after the dispersion of the Christians from 
Jerusalem, when there grew up Christian communities in many places, 
and there came the need for local governing officers? What authority 
had the elders? Was there at this time any other formal office among 
the Christians except that of deacons (Acts 6 : 1-6) and elders? Com- 
pare the Christian office of elder with the similar office in the Jewish 
synagogue. 

III. Observations and Teachings. 

1. Organization. — The prophets among the primitive Christians 
were a class of inspired teachers of the gospel, to whom the power of 
prediction was sometimes given ; they were not formal church officers. 
— The formal office of elder in the organization of the Christian 
churches is incidentally mentioned ; the elders were probably the ruling 
officers in the local communities of Christians, presumably several to 
each such community, and exercising an authority delegated by the 
local body of Christians of which they were the officers. 

2. Environment. — Hellenistic Christians, soon after the dispersion 
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trom Jerusalem,- presented the gospel to the Gentiles in Antioch inde- 
pendently of Judaism, and their labors won large and significant success. 

3. Institutions. — The title of Christians was about this time given by 
the Gentiles to the disciples of Christ, a simple distinguishing term 
constructed after the Roman manner of forming appellations. 

4. Belief and teaching. — It was Hellenistic Christians, probably the 
followers of Stephen, who practically put into effect at Antioch the 
universal idea of the gospel, which made it a religion not only for Jews 
but equally for Gentiles without conformity to Judaism. 

5. Daily life. — The Antioch disciples showed a true Christian spirit 
of brotherhood in sending relief to their Jerusalem brethren who were 
in distress because of the famine. 

6. Divine guidance. — The courageous advance into the realization of 
the universal gospel was inspired, guided, and richly blessed by God. — 
It was only slowly, through many years, that Paul was being prepared 
for and started upon his great career as the missionary of the Gentiles. 

Literature. — Upon this section see the commentaries on Acts, especially those of 
Gloag, Hackett, Meyer, and the Cambridge Bible. Also Neander, Planting 
and Training of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 99-101 ; Farrar, Life and Work of 
St. Paul, chap. 16; Conybeare and Howson, Life and Epistles of St. Paul, chap. 4 ; 
Stifler, Introduction to the Book of Acts, sec. x ; Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveler, pp. 
48-51; Weizsacker, Apostolic Age of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 104-108; 
Bible Dictionary, articles, Agabus, Antioch, Barnabas, Claudius, Cyprus, Cyrene, 
Elders, Phoenicia, Prophets. 



Sec. 15. PERSECUTION OF THE JERUSALEM CHRISTIANS 

BY HEROD. 

Acts 12 : 1-25. 44 A. D. Jerusalem. 

I. Study of the Facts. 

Let the following subclassification of the material in this section be 
verified, corrected, or improved : 

Par. 1. 12:1,2, Martyrdom of the Apostle James. 
Par. 2. 12 : 3-10, Frustrated Attempt to put Peter to Death. 
Par. 3. 12 : n-17, Peter Withdraws for Safety from Jerusalem. 
Par. 4. 12:18-23, Herod's Self-Glorification and Death. 
Par. 5. 12 : 24, 25, Growth of the Gospel and Return of the 
Antioch Delegates. 

Prepare a careful abstract of the facts recorded in this section. 
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II. Topics for Investigation. 



i. The martyr death of James the apostle. — The deeds and death of 
Herod recorded in Acts 12 took place in the year 44 A. D.; this date 
is fixed by Josephus, and is perhaps the most certain date in the Acts 
history. The famine mentioned in 11:27-30, and the consequent 
visit of Barnabas and Paul, could not have come until a year or two 
later, 45 or 46 A. D. Consider then that chap. 12 does not follow 
chronologically upon chap, n, and that between vss. 23 and 25 of 
chap. 12 there intervenes one year or two. Which one of the Herods 
is this (vs. 1) ? What was his relation to the Romans, to the Jews, and 
to the Christians ? Why did he undertake this persecution of Chris- 
tianity (cf. vs. 3)? Explain the fact that it is not now the Jewish 
religious leaders, but the Jewish civil ruler, who is the persecutor. 
Why did he choose James as his first victim ? Which James was this 
— the apostle (Matt. 4:21), or the brother of Jesus (cf. vs. 17) ? Do 
we know anything about him in the period between Jesus' ascension 
and his own martyrdom ; if not, why not ? Why does the martyr 
death of James receive such brief mention in Acts ? On James' 
martyrdom compare Matt. 20 : 20-23. What was the effect of his 
death upon the Christians ? 

2. The deliverance and withdrawal of Peter. — Why was it at the 
Passover season (vss. 3, 4) that Herod began his persecution (cf. vs. n, 
last clause) ? Did he intend to put Peter also to death ? State briefly 
the facts of Peter's imprisonment and providential deliverance. What 
was the nature and the amount of the miraculous involved in this? 
Why has so extended an account of this event been given ? Was 
Peter's release in answer to the prayer of his fellow-Christians (vs. 5) ? 
What was the feeling of the primitive Christians with reference to 
God's care and provision for them ? State briefly what Peter did after 
his release. Why were the disciples gathered at Mary's house ? What 
was Peter's message to them ? Why did he leave Jerusalem ? Com- 
pare with this his action at an earlier time, Acts 5 : 17-23. Compare 
Paul's action, Acts 9:23-25. Whither did Peter go from the city? 
How long was he absent, and what was he doing during his absence ? 

3. Herod's self-glorification and death. — Ascertain the main facts as 
to the number, the nationality, the business, and the characteristics of 
the people of Tyre and Sidon. What relations did they at this time 
sustain to Judea ? Why was Herod displeased with them ? How was 
their country dependent upon Palestine (cf. 1 Kings 5:1-12; Ezek. 
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27:16, 17)? Had Herod shown his displeasure by restricting their 
commerce with his own country ? What was the mission of the 
embassy ? On what occasion did Herod publicly receive the ambas- 
sadors from Tyre and Sidon ? Did he probably decide the matter in 
their favor, since his own subjects were pleased, and they would not 
like their trade relations disturbed ? Compare the account of this 
event given by Josephus {Jewish Antiquities, 19, 8, 2; also 18, 6-8), 
which supplements Luke's account. Observe that this matter of the 
Phoenician embassy is introduced into the Acts narrative to show 
Herod's inordinate passion for display and the praise of men (cf. vss. 
21, 22). What is known as to the previous career and the character 
of Herod Agrippa I ? Was this act of self-glorification in keeping 
with them ? Consider the cause and the nature of the disease with 
which he was smitten. How soon did his death follow ? Compare 
Josephus' account of his death (Jewish Antiquities, 8, 2). Is this 
miserable death of Herod to be looked upon as a divine judgment 
against him for his vanity and cruelty ? Consider the death from a 
similar cause of Antiochus Epiphanes (2 Mace. 9 : 9), Herod the Great 
(Josephus' Jewish Antiquities, 17, 6, 5), Philip II, of Spain, and others 
(see Camb. Bible, in /oc.) 

4. Condition of Christianity in 44 A. D. — Observe that the Book 
of Acts is divided into two main sections, the first section closing with 
chap. 12. In this portion Peter has been the chief figure, Jerusalem 
the center, and Palestine mainly the field of Christianity. In the sec- 
ond section of Acts, from chap. 13 to the end, Paul will be the chief 
figure, Antioch the center, and the Gentile world the field of Chris- 
tianity. After chap. 12 Peter does not again appear in the history 
except at the Jerusalem conference in chap. 15. It will be desirable, 
therefore, to note the condition of Christianity at this time. What was 
its territorial extent ? Which were the great centers of Christian activ- 
ity? Who were the prominent workers ? What was the environment 
of the church at this time as to the Pharisees, Sadducees, common peo- 
ple, and civil power ? How did Herod's persecution differ from former 
ones ? What was the status of Christianity as to numbers and influ- 
ence ? What was the attitude and practice of the Christians at this 
time regarding the admission of Gentiles to Christianity ? 

III. Observations and Teachings. 

1. Organization. — Does the present section contribute any infor- 
mation on this subject ? 
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2. Environment. — Herod conducted this short but severe persecu- 
tion of the Christians out of a desire to ingratiate himself with the Jews 
and with a spirit of sheer cruelty. 

3. Institutions. — A meeting of Christians for special prayer for 
Peter, and presumably for themselves, was held at night for safety ; 
such meetings afterward became common, for safety and for their 
special solemnity. 

4. Belief and teaching. — The faithful, united prayer of Christ's 
disciples prepares the way for marked manifestations of God's presence 
and blessing. — Christian wisdom enjoins prudence and self-preserva- 
tion except in special emergencies ; the apostles repeatedly fled from 
danger which threatened them. 

5. Daily life. — James the apostle seems to have been the first of the 
Twelve to die as a martyr. — Peter was miraculously delivered from 
a similar fate at the same time. 

6. Divine guidance. — The deliverance of Peter is fully and vividly 
described as a testimony to God's care and provision for his children. — 
In spite of persecution Christianity was growing mightily in exten- 
sion, influence, and numbers. 

Literature. — ■ Upon this section see the commentaries on Acts, especially those of 
Gloag, Hackett, Meyer, and the Cambridge Bible. Also Neander, Planting 
and Training of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 101-105 ; Farrar, Life and Work 
of St. Paul, chap. 17 ; Conybeare and Howson, Life and Epistles of St. Paul, chap. 
4 ; Stifler, Introduction to the Book of Acts, sec. xi ; Bible Dictionary, articles, 
Angels, Herod, James, Mark, Prison, Sidon, Tyre, 



